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iach, a preparer of colours in Berlin, wishing to pre-
pare some lake by precipitating a decoction of cochi-
neal, alum, and green vitriol, with potash, borrowed
some alkali for that purpose from DippeL This che-
mist was the discoverer of a peculiar animal oil which
goes by his name. He prepared it from blood; and the
alkali with which he furnished Diesbach had been em-
ployed in the process. Instead of the red precipitate
which he expected, a beautiful blue powder fell to the
bottom. On mentioning the circumstance to Dippel,
that chemist ascribed the formation of the powder to
the action of his alkali on the alum and vitriol. It is
not unlikely that he had calcined the potash together
with a portion of blood. Be that as it may, he succeed-
ed in discovering a method of procuring the blue pow-
der at pleasure, and it was announced as a pigment in
the Berlin Miscellanies for 1710. The preceding his-
tory, however, was only communicated to the public by
Stahl 20 years after *.

This powder was called Prussian Hue ; and the me-
thod of procuring it remained concealed, because it
had become a lucrative article of commerce, till Dr
Woodward published a process in the Philosophical
Transactions for 1724, which be had procured, as he
informs us, from one of his friends in Germany. This

method was as follows: Detonate together four ounces
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of nitre and as much tartar, in order to procure an ex-
temporaneous alkali; then add four ounces of dried
bullock's blood ; mix the ingredients well together, and
put them into a crucible covered with a lid, in which
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